Agenesis of gallbladder in symptomatic patients.
Three women and one man among 771 patients, who underwent laparotomy with diagnosis of symptomatic gallbladder disease over a period of 5 years, were found to have agenesis of the gallbladder. Preoperative ultrasonography suggested cholelithiasis in all the four patients; three patients with jaundice had choledocholithiasis in addition. The absence of gallbladder was established by meticulous operative exploration and carefully repeated ultrasonography in postoperative period. The patients having choledocholithiasis underwent choledocholithotomy, while the fourth patient had no definitive procedure. One patient expired on 17th postoperative day following biliary leak, septicemia and liver failure. Another two patients were well and symptom free, while the fourth patient remained symptomatic. Awareness of the possibility of agenesis of gallbladder may allow the surgeon to attempt confirmation of diagnosis by non-operative methods and avoid surgical exploration in specific instances.